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The Greatest of Cireles,

The intended peregrinations and offi-
cial gyrations of the Secretary of War
possess much interest for philosophers.
Mr. TAFT expects to start next Saturday
for Gatun Dam and elsewhere. Common
report has in store for this diligent pub-
lie servant and intrepid traveller an
amazing series or succession of journey-
ings, between now and the beginning of
the Presidential year, which will take
him to Panama, Colon, Cuba, Porto Rico,
Canada, Alaska, the Philippines, Guam
and Tutuila, with brief intervals of do-
mestic emplovment,

Other candidates, active or passive,
have swung around their chosen circles;
no circle was ever drawn with a radius
anything like this,

We note one thing, however, about the
Taft itinerary distinguishing it from all
precedent and previous experience even
more signally than the matter of mere
distance. We refer to the paucity of
delegates. In all these tens of thou-
sands of miles of campaigning we can
discern not more than ecighteen possible
wotes in the convention, and the Record-
ing Angel well knows that six of these
are already sworn for CANNON.

No delegates worth speaking of any-
where hetween Gatun and Guam! That
i8 why we say this particular itinerary
bhas a fascinating interest for the phil-
osophical mind.

A Superfluous Conference,

The National Civie Federation, for-
ever illustrious for the trust conference
which it assembled at Chicago in 1889,
seeks new dangers and laurels. It is
going to call another session of the par-
liament of thought, some time in May at
gome city vet tobe chosen.  Federal and
State regulation of corporations and the
operation of the Sherman act against
trusts will he the chief themes to be
pondered. The Governors are to be re-
quested to appoint delegates. Divers
bodies ' and associations, mercantile,
farming, “labor,” law, and so on, are to
have seats in this great council. If the
Hon. BOoURKE COCKRAN gets back from
Memphis and old Nile in time the glories
of the memorable powwow of 1800 may
be equalled.

With all respect to all the respectable,
learned, eminent and worthy gentle-
men who compose the National Civie
Federation or will compose the “sym-
posium” planned for May, will not their
witenagemot be wasted? The Gov-
ernors are likely to be kept busy with
*“consultations” with the All-Ruler at
Washington. The regulation of corpora~

.tions and of everything else is in one
pair of capable hands. The “trust prob-
lem” and every other problem will be
settled by the same final authority.
.~ There is, or was, a conference called the
~ Congress; but it has learned its place.

The proposed conference may not be
an impertinence, but surely it will be a
futility. Why not give some of the
money it would cost to the college de-
bating societies?

Kang Yu Wel.

Kaxa Yu WEI, president of the Chinese
Reform Association, arrived here from
Europe on Sunday. For nine years he
. has been a forceful and picturesque
. figure in Chinese affairs. Much of that
. time, to be sure, he has been an outcast
and a wanderer, keeping his head on his

' ° ghoulders only by transferring his sphere

~  of activity to foreign parts. Hongkong,
| Bingapore, Japan, England and the
" Pacific coast of America have seen much
' of him in these years; and the world now

" watches and wonders as, one by one, the
. peforms for which KANG YU WEI preached
" and pleaded are made ready to be woven
*  some day into the fabric of the Chinese
I KaANG YU WEL was the leading member
of the party that in 1808 tried to launch
China on the path of reform. He won
the complete confidence of the young
. Emperor, who was induced by his zealous
" and patriotic mentor between June 11
- and September 15 to promulgate twenty-
' six decrees announcing reforms of the
" most revolutionary character in the pol-
jey and government of China. A week
after his last decree the Emperor was
swept aside by the Dowager Empress,
KanG was a fugitive and several of his
colleagues had been executed.

This great Celestial was right in his
ideas of the needs of China and of the
reforms the empire required; but the
hour had not quite come. He was more
zealous than judicious; he was precipi-
tate when patience and caution would
have served him better. He admitted
the following year that he had been too
fast. With a price on his head he has
always credited the Dowager Empress
with liberal tendencies, though she be-
lieved the time was not ripe for radical
political changes. ]

The world now sees that eminent
woman in a rather different light from
that in which she appeared when she
suppressed the Emperor and encouraged
the Boxers. There is evidence now that
she beli..ved reformatory measures were
absolutely necessary, but they should be
carried out slowly without startling the
eountry by a large programme of inno-
vation; and she encouraged the Boxers
not becatse she ted to drive for-
eign influence out of China, but because,
slarmed by the endroachments of the
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the Boxer uprising might convince the
Occldent that it would cost more than
it was worth to viol#te the territorial
integrity of the empire.

The day of change dawned when the
allied armies began the march on Pekin.
The seed sown by Kaxc and his party

is already bearing fruit. The reforms

which he induced the Emperor to an-
l nounce are the very measures that have
i been proclaimed by the Government of
| China. The education abroad of picked
students preparatory to taking official
positions, the abolition of classical essays
as a part of civil service examinations,
the study of Western acience, legal pro-
cedure, administrative methods, systems
of military drill and organization, the
translation of scientific books and the
opening of schools to use them as texts
are all among the reforms announced
in the Emperor's decrees, Some of the
remarkable innovations now seen in
China were not included in the Em-
peror’s programme of 1898.

KANG YU WEI is now at the head of
the Reform Agsociation, which has 3,000,-
000 members. He sees progress along
most of the lines of change and improve-
ment which he proposed. Perhaps his
presence in China would not be per-
mitted even now, but many of his ideas
are showing great vitality there, and
his writings circulate without hindrance
throughout the country. Few great re-
formers have done more than sow the
seed, but it has been the remarkable
fortune of KANG YU WEI to witness the
promotion and prosperity of the very
ideas whereof the promulgation a few
years ago mn‘de him a hunted fugitive,

"The Law Cbneernln. Survivorship.

The recent disastrous wreck of the
Channel steamer Berlin at the Hook of
Holland has already given rise in Eng-
land to serios questions under the law
of survivorship as hearing upon the prop-
erty rights of the heirs and next of kin
of passengers who were lost. In com-
menting upon these controversies the
London Lancet refers to the provisions
of the French Code, which establishes
presumptions in such caseas, and that
journal states that the rules which now
exist in France in respect to survivor-
ship were in force in the territory of
Orleans at the time of its cession to the
United States and have since been in-
corporated into the code of Louisiana.
The Lanecet adds: “They have also with
some modifications been adopted in the
State of New York.”

This statement as to the law of New
York is erroneous. The rules in regard
to survivorship which prevail in France,
Germany, Spain and other countries
which have derived their jurisprudence
from the Roman law are not recognized
by the law of this State. Indeed, they
have found little favor in any States of
the Union except in Louisiana and pos-
gibly to a limited extent in California.
In New York, when a number of persons
perish by a common disaster there is no
legal presumption that any one has sur-
vived any other, in the absence of proof
as to the actual fact.

It is quite otherwise under the ecivil
law. The Code Napoleon provides that
where several persons perish by one and
the same accident, so that it is not pos-
sible to ascertain which of them died first,
the presumption of survivorship depends
upon the age and sex of those who have
perished. If those who have perished
together were under fifteen years of age,
the eldest is presumed to have survived.
If they were all above sixty, the youngest
is presumed to have survived. If some
were under fifteen and others more than
sixty, those under fifteen are presumed
to have survived. In a case where those
who have perished together were more
than fifteen years of age but less than
sixty, the male is always presumed to
have survived, where ages are equal or
the difference does not exceed one year.
In such a case, if those lost were of the
same sex, the younger is presumed to
have survived the elder.

In addition to these presumptions es-
tablished by the French Code and having,
of course, in France all the force of posi-
tive statute, there are several general
considerations to which much weight is
given by the courts in those jurisdic-
tions*whose law is derived from that of
Rome. One of these is that man is
deemed most likely to survive where
man and woman perish in the same
calamity; and another is that in cases of
suffocation the woman is deemed likely
to live longer than a man under the same
conditions. In a very elaborate work on
medical jurisprudence, by Professor Ru-
poLPH WITTHAUS of this city and Mr.
Tracy C. BECKER of the Buffalo bar, it is
stated that the presumption that man
is most likely to survive where man and
woman perish in the same calamity “re-
ceived a melancholy confirmation in the
wreck of the Atlantic in 1873, in which
out of three hundred survivors from a
steamer crowded with immigrants there
was not a single woman or child.” This
statement is slightly erroneous, as there
was one baby, less than three years old,
among those who were rescued from that
celebrated wreck.

In Mr. JoBN D. LAwsoN's well known
book on the Law of Presumptions the
ryle of the English common law that pre-
vails generally throughout the United
States is stated in these words: “There
is no presumption as to the order in
which two or more persons died who
are shown to have perished in the same
accident, shipwreck or battle. The law
regards them as having died at the same
instant.”

The last sentence in MF LAWSON'S
rule is hardly an accurate statement of
the law upon this subject as laid down
by the highest court in this State, Inthe
case of NEWELL agangt NICHOLS, which
was decided by the Court of Appeals in
1878, it was held that in *he absence of
actual evidence as to survivorship the
fact is assumed to be unascertainable
and the property rights of those who
have perished are disposed of as if death
occurred at the same instant of time,
not because of a presumption of simul-
taneous death, but because there is no
evidence or presumption to the contrary.
In that case Chief Judge CHURCH, who
wrote the opinion of the court, said:

“ It Is not Impossible for two persons to die at
the same Ume, and when exposed %o the same
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most the difference can only bap few brief sec-
onds. The scene passes At once beyond the vislon
of human penetration, and It is as unbecoming as
1t s idie for Judicial tribunals to speculate or guess
whether during the momentary life struggle one
or the other may not have ceased to gasp frst,
especlally when the transmission of title to prop-
erty depends upon 1t and hence in the absence of
other evidemce the fact is d to be

talnahble, and property rights are disposed of as
I death occurred at the same time. This!s done
not because the fact Is proved, or that there Is any
presumption to that eflect, but because there Is no
evidence and no presumption to the contrary.”

The case in which this opinion was
written arose out of the death of four
persons on the same ship, the Schiller,
which was wrecked apd totally lost near
the Scilly Islanda on May 7, 1875, The
litigation related to rights, under a will,
of the mother of the testatrix, aged 69
years; the husband, aged 45; a daughter,
aged 10, and a son, aged 7 years; all of
whom were lost on the Schiller. The law
as laid down in the opinion of Chief Judge
CHURCH on the presumption of survivor-
ship has never since been questioned in
the courts of this State.

A Double Barrelied Bill.

On account of the impudence of the
inspectors of police in their opposition
to the Bingham bill, slight attention has
been given to the section of that meas-
ure by which it is proposed to conferon the
Commissioner power to organize a force
of real detectives in his department:
yet this is a most important feature of
the proposed legislation. * At present the
so-called “Detective Bureau” is composed
of a few good men and a great number
of incompetent chairwarmers. All, good
and bad, are permanent fixtures in their
jobs. The most stupid and useless of
them cannot he assigned to other work,
and must be kept on the roll, regardless
of failure to perform his duties.

Meanwhile, there are in the Depart-
ment men possessing the detective in-
stinet, anxious to do detective work,
and capable of giving a good account
of themselves in it. These men cannot
be put into the bureau, however, because
thers are no vacancies. The law pre-
vents the Commissioner from using the
material at hand. Tt compels him to
intrust investigations requiring a high
degree of skill and industry to men whom
he knows to be entirely untit for such
tasks. This situation is eminently pleas-
ing to its beneficiaries, the sinecurs
holdera at 300 Mulberry street, and also
to the criminally inclined portion of the
population. If the Police Department is
to be maintained for the comfort and
sustenance of these, the existing ar-
rangement is ideal.

What the Bingham bill seeks to do is
to give authority to the Commirsioner
to create a body of detectives consist-
ing of men who have shown aptitude
for this kind of work, to strengthen it
by weeding out the incompetent and
replacing them with promising police-
to bring it to a state of
reasonable efficiency. The proposal does
not seem particularly offensive. It may,
indeed, commend itself to the honest folk
of the community, to the householders,
the tenement dwellers, the cave men of
the apartment houses, the merchants,
and to all who have an interest in the
safeguarding of their lives and of their
property.

Can it be possible that the Senate of
New York will refuse to pasa a bill con-
ceived in good sense and designed to
protect the honest residents of New
York from the thieves and thugs?

Contract Passes Under the Rate Law.

The question whether the prohibition
of free passes in the first section of the
railroad rate act approved June 29,
1908, applies to contracts to furnish free
transportation for a valuable considera-
tion made before the enactment of the
law will soon come up in the United
States Supreme Court on the appeal of
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad
Company from the judgment of the Fed-
eral court at Louisville in favor of Eras-
MUS L. MoLTLEY and his wife.

Injured in a collision at Randolph
Station, Ky., in 1871, MoLTLEY and his
wife agreed to accept free transportation
during their lives jn lieu of damages.
On January 1, 1907, the company refused
to issue annual passes to Mr. and Mrs.
MoLTLEY, on the ground that it would
render itself liable to a fine of $2,000 for
violating the section of theso-called rail-
road rate law, which provides that “no
common carrier subject to this act shall,
after January 1, 1907, directly or indi-
rectly give any interstate free ticket,
free pass or free transportation to pas-
sengers.” There are some thirty or forty
classes of travellers excepted, and some
of the exceptions might be liberally con-

ing contracts for free transportation and
for valid consideration were not dealt
with in the act. There have been cases
of a grant or promise of free transporta-
tion instead of cash payment for a right
of way; and suits for loss of goods in
transit, for damage to adjacent property
by fire and for breach of many forms
of contract, as well as for injury to the
person, have been settled by an agree-
ment to give and to receive free trans-
portation for a term or for life,

Upon the refusal of the company to
issue annual passes tothem the MoLTLEYS
brought suit, and Judge EvANs, holding
that it was not the intention of Congress
to interfere with rights acquired under
a bona fide contract, ordered the com-
pany to furnish the passes as usual.
There was, of course, an appeal from the
decision. It may be presumed that hun-
dreds of similar contracts were in exist-
ence at the time of the enactment of the
Hepburn law, and the companies po less
than the original pass holders are inter-
ested in a final adjudication of this vexed
question. It is_probable that upon the
advice of their attorneys some com-
panies have continued to issue passes
for valuable consideration and even for
services performed. In each case they
inay have rendered themselves liable
to a fine of $2,000, and unwittingly the
pass user mayv have exposed himself to
the same penalty, since it is to be visited
upon receiver as well as giver.

It would be a peculiar irony if the first
decision of the highest court upon a dis-
puted paint in the rate law were to sweep

away the vested right of a passenger and

Wen of prodadility, very walikely o beppen. A |

of a responsiblity it had never contested.
The opinion of Judge EVANS in the dis-
trict court seems rational, since a pass
is in the nature of a gift, a gratuity
or a favor, at least in theory, and the
transportation given to the MOLTLEYS
was in fulfilment of an agreement which
could have been enforced in a State or
Federal court,

Mr. Falrbanks.

The country looks up to the Hon,
CHARLES WARREN FAIRBANKS. It finds
rest and quiet in his occasional addresses.
It sees in him the representative of the
healthful, invigorating yet never bois-
terous forces of virtue and buttermilk.
It knows him as a man who will not
make enemies rashly, whose eloquence is
ceremonial, warranted safe and intel-
ligible for all good children of Sunday
school age. In this rude and rapid age
it ought to be a consolation and a moral
strengthening to feel that whatever
dangers may be reservad for the United
States, whatever trouble may be in store
for future Presidents, Mr. FAIRBANKS is
ready to move into the White House
whenever the country asks him. With
his reserve and surplus of approved wis-
dom, with his command of all the re-
sources of the copybook, with his unfalt-
ering adherence to the good and the true,
he is a statesman whose moral worth and
invicible willingness to please stand at
least as many hands high as he does.

We submit, most respectfully, however,
that Mr. FAIRBANKS is injudicious in his
efforts to hustle. Why should he make
four speeches in one day, as he did in
Chicago? One speech of his a week is as
much as any community ought to be
called upon to digest. Moreover, in
rushing from breakfast to luncheon and
dinner, from hall to hall, from hand to
hand, Mr. FAIRBANKS incurs odorous
comparisons, He should attempt no
“whirlwind campaign,” no cyclonic bust-
ling, no wild sprinting, no monopoly of
all ears, no irresistible obsession amnd
possession of the public. A halcyon and
vociferous activity does not become him.
Lot him be bland, sedate, quiescent,
Olympian, calm.

Besides, Mr. FAIRBANKS is altogether
too rash and sudden, too premature. He
should make himself expected. The na-
tion should be conscious that he is wise
and good and “receptive.” He should
hunt delegates on the quiet. He should
not be visibly too eager and anxious.

It is curious to see how the all shadow-
ing figure at Washington has affected
even the Skyscraper. A woolly horse
cannot. well be kept dark, but at least it
should not try to imitate more mettled
chargers.

Labor 1s empioyed at hetter wages than ever
before. and our eighty-Ave ;uilllon people are eat
Ing three times eighty-five mililon full meals a day,
wearing unpatched clothes and sleeping sweetly at
night, - Ex Secretary SHAW,

About the unpatched clothes there may
be a question—honest thrift can wear a
patch; but there is enough work and food
in the country for all and sleep is an untaxed
necessary. Perhaps Mr. SHAW was trying
to improve upon the full dinner pail. As a
bouncing optimist he is second to none.

The Value of Perspective.

To tTRE Epitor oF THE SUN—Sir: It has
struck me recently that what this nation needs
most is a knowledge of perspective. Could
all our statesmen, railroad presidents, citi-
zens, and first. but not least, our Chief Exec-
utive, realize that there is such a thing as a
middle distance, much good might come out
of such knowledge. In drawing a panorama
in perspective, the draughtsman soon realizes
that if he places his picture plane too near
the object of interest in the foreground. the
object is enlarged and distorted in relation
to the balance of the picture, For instance,
a two cent railroad fare rate all over this
large continent would, I venture to say, seem
to a student of perspective (as applied to
economics) about as ridiculous as a law that
from April 1 (note the date) next all stocks
on the New York Stock Exchange shall start
at par (100,

Looking back in history I find that our
nation’'s belief in the infallibility of the Pres-
fdent has a parallel in the belief the subjects
of Canute had in that most wise ruler., The
story goes that his people believed that even
the osean would recede at his bidding. To
prove them in error he placed himself in &
chair on the shore as the tide wa® about to
flood. My only fear is that our President
might do the same thing, only on an ebb tide,

Joux P. CUyLe,

PrixceToN, N.J., March 18,

Are Whiskers Returning to Favor?

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: | attended
a dinner party consisting of nine persons at one
of your fashlonable restaurants several evenings
ago. There were four men In the party —one of
your most distinguished American painters, a
prominent I[talian sculptor, an army ofMceranda
writerof some note. I noted nothing unusual ahput
them untll the Itallan suddenly lifted his glass and
proposed : "Here's to whiskers.”

It was rather an unexpected thing to do, but when
all of us had looked about for an explanation It
was seen that every man of the four wore whiskers —
real whiskers on chin and jaw and llp. Comment
became gencral thereupon and none in the party
could recall a similar whiskered experience In any
group of men at any assemblage.

May this be considered an Indication that Inte)
leetual men take to whiskers, or that whiskers
are becoming more In vogue than they have heen
during the past few years? Mus. GruNDY.

NEW YORK, March 17,

Are Red Hajred People Brightest?

To TAK EDITOR oF THE SON--Sir:  Looking nver
the help wanted ads this morning | came across
this one:

“Boy Wanted - Red halred boy wanted for ofMce
work.”

That seemed strange to me -why should any
body want a red hatred office boy, any more than
he would want one brown or black halred?

But a friend of mine tells me that a red halred
boy would be quick and smart; that red halred
people are hright.

Is that so? [ never heard of that before. Are
red halred people any quicker or smarteror brighter
than people with halr of another hue? INQUIRFER,

NEw York, March 19,

The Shame of London,

To THE EDITOR of THE SUN-—Sir: The reason
that the cocktall tastes differently in New York
from Its brother cocktall In London Is that the
London cocktall is not a cocktall, but & blend. No
wonder the cocktall 1s not a success In $ondon.

If the London bartenders would stop selling
aicohol and chemicals under the name of cock-
talls the reputation of that excellent
would be greatly Increased.

NEwW Yorkx, March 19,

Box Vivanr.

English in the Orient,
From the London Dafly Mad

A trading firm at Pekin has recelved the follow
Ing communication: “Dear Sir—The Chinese calen
dar In your company 1s glance In looking, to be
sure surpassing all the others: and also It Is gigantic
beyond example In connexion with its fine spec
tacle, while 1 Jook at It. 1 shall be very much
obliged, If you will kindly give me some pleces as

| have great deal of interest of i1.”

Latest Truths About the Colon,
From the New York Medical Journa'

The colon bactlius Is usually ranked In the sapro
phytic group of bacteria rather than placed among
the organisms distinctly pathogente for man; but
we know that It is far from being devold of viry
lence, and that It is capable under certaln conditions
of gaining increased powers of Invading the organ-
ism and of manifesting very definite pathogenle

bevernge F

effects.

INFANTRY AMMUNITION.
The Seldier's Pertable Supply the Great

Problem of the Modern Battle.

Perhaps the gravest question for the com-
mander of infantry in our day is that of
ammunition supply, a question which in-
volves the necessity for a large supply car-
ried by the soldier, the control of its use or
expenditure to the best advantage and a sure
means of replacing the used ammunition.

It is a fact worth noting that the number
of rounds carried by the soldier has not in-
creased in the same ratio as the rapidity of
fire. The bringing up of ammunition has
been made more difficult on the battlefleld on
account of the greater accuracy and the
flatter trajectory of the modern arm, which
extends the zone of danger behind the firing
line. The advance of ammunition wagons or
carriers to the firing line has become almost
an impossibility during the progress of a
heavy engagement,

All nations are striving to inorease the
number of rounds carried by the soldier. The
Germans have accomplished this to a certain
extent with their rifle “98" and their so-
called "8” ammunition, a pointed bullet of
small weight but high velocity. The number
of rounds that could be carried by the soldier
was raised from 120 to 150,

her nations have attempted to increase
the number by reducing the calibre of the
piece, and others again by the use of special
cartridge belts, pouches or bandoliers, dis-
tributing the weight more conveniently.

The French have tried to accomplish the
object of doing greater execution in a differ-
ent way, mnot by Increasing the number
of rounds carried but by controlling the
expenditure of ammunition by tactical meas-
ures. They limited the occasions when
individual rapid fire, which wasted so much
ammunition, could be used, prescribing tar-
gets of special importance and adopting
the so-called rafale fire. The French army
is also at work on the problem of how, with-
out increasing the total weight carried by the
soldier, the number of rounds of ammunition
carried can be raised to 200 a man. The
condition is imposed that the soldier shall
not carry more than forty-four pounds in all,
including two fleld rations and shelter tent-
age. moreover, the pack must admit of sub-
division. so that when the soldier goes into
action he can take only the absolutely neces-
sary, 200 rounds, his rations, tentage, over-
coat and cooking utensils or mess kit,

The Russo-Japanese war furnishes some
interesting data on the subject of ammuni-
tion. The regulation supply for the Jspa-
nese 0.238 Inch rifle was 120 rounds a man.
The Japanese believed that aimed mass fire
was the surest means of attaining fire su-
premacy, accepting the dictum that the more
the fire action is condensed (delivered in short

riods of time) the greater its effect, and
encea that vietory can be insured only by
the long continuad use or expenditure of a
large amount of ammunition.

It was therefore necessary to furnish the
noldier with as great an amount of ammuni-
tion as possibla when he went into action,
The Japanesa accomplished this by layin
aside their knapsacks and making a roh o
their pack, which was carried in a long bag
over one shoulder en bandoliére. Into this
roll, which contained two or three days ra-
tions, the soldier stuck as many rounds of
ammunition as he could get, often 200 to 250,
Others wore their overcoats into action and
Alled their ckets with cartridges. Each
company had a light ammunition cart carry-
ing about 18,000 rounds, but the poor roads
prevented ita use, and pack animals were
preferred, or light wagons drawn by horses
or coolies, or even carried by coolies,

The Manchurian campaign furnished no
important examples of surprise battlea: all
the great actions develog slowly, so that
the Japanese comid provide bheforehand for
the ammunition supply, and thia was done
very effectively.  Data are available only for
the earlier actions, and from these it appears
thut at the battle of the Yalu the Japanese
troops fired seventy-five rounds a rifle; at
Kintchow the troops most energetically en-
gaged fired 143 shots a rifle.  The troops were
seldom out of ammunition, but this did hap-
pen with one regiment in the Yalu fight, with
several battalions of Nodzu's army at Liao-
vang, and once before Port Arthur at 203
Metre Hill

The nnnﬁly of ammunition from the rear
was brought up by ammunition carts. These
followed the troops and came up as close as
possible to the firing line, taking full advan-
tage of all cover. Trained workmen carried
the ammunition to the firing line. The Japa-
nese reckon about 10 per cent. of the ﬂlhtf:‘
force as workmen, who relieve the soldiers
of much work, flll the details that must other-
wise be made from the troops (thus keeping
the ranks of the fighting force full) nn%rc‘:ar-
rying up the amm'um}mn in bartle, ene
men are carefully trained and made to feel
highly honored by their position and duties.
but it is doubtful if any other nationality
would look upon such duty as that of a good
fighting man,

The Russian troopa also carried 120 rounds
according to regulations, and each battalion
had a two-horse ammunition wagon with
14,400 rounds, each company a one horse cart
with 6,800 rounds, so that in all there were
seventy rounds E" man in the vehicles,
The division park had twenty-four wagons
each with 14,400 rounds, and the 'moﬁod
of supply was similar to that of all modern
armies,

Like the Japanese, the Russians made
every effort to give the troops ing into
action as many rounds as possible. Each
man had from 250 to 300 rounds, which he
carried in his knapsack or in his pocketa.
Their battle tactics were mainly defensive, so
that they could readily prepare beforehand
for a good ammunition supply,

At liaovang, for example, Kuropatkin
ordered each company to have a reserve
of 2,000 rounds, and at Mukden each battalion
had a reserve supply of 60,000 rounds.

In spite of this apparently snormous su ply
the Russians were often out of ammunition,
far oftener than the Japanese. This was
due, of course, to waste of ammunition.
Linoyang on August 30, 1904, the Thirty-
sixth Regiment of In(nn!r?' fired 416,800
rounds, the Thirty-fourth (only two bat-
talions present) 250,000 rounds, or in both
about 180 shots a man. Other regiments
fired on single days 400 rounds per man, and
on the Shaho one regiment after firing 220
rounds per man had only three or four rounds
left when the Japanese arrived at 160 yards
distanoce.

The cause of this great expenditure of
ammunition was the tactical error of firing
unaimed volleys at 1.600 to 1,100 yards, and
roor.'unlim?d rapid fire at small, unimportant

argets.

The tendency to reduce calibre has reach
ita limit, because of the lack of ltopph?:
power of the smaller cgJibre bullets, but in
order to increase the miizzle velocity by re-
ducing the air resistance there is atendency
to make the small arm buliet more pointed,
as the Germans do.

Spirited Defence of Old Man Greenhat.

To THE FDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: T must raise
my volce against the so-called “Impeachment” of
OLD MAN GREENHUT -please spell 1t all In
capltal letiers, as “Gambler” went so far In his
petty criticism and spite as to refuse to spell even
Greenhut with a capital. This tin horn Frisco
“Gambler” calls Greenhut and his crowd a "bunch
of rohbers and murderers.” That shows he has
falled to read the witty, entertalning, vivacious,
epigrammatic, full of human Interest, never dull
and ever W be continned series of (ireenhut stortes
with a true appreciation of the merit of their phi-
losophy. This Is true, as “Greenhut” has not once
but often made it plain to even a bralnstormed
mind shaken by the Frisco earthquake of last Apri)
and not yet at 1ts equilibrium that “poker is not
gambling.”

“Gambler” says: “It Is difficult to Imagine a man
able to write at all who would describe such charae-
ters.” It Is! It I8, poor shaken son of California.
That Is why THE SUN gets hold of such a man. It
prints all he will write. “Gambler” says this ques-
tion of the Greenhut stories Is an Important matter
to him,. So It Is 1o the writer and other Greenhut
sdmirers, among whom I8 Included every man |
know who reads THE SUN on Sundays,

1 would ke to ask why Is It thas this series of
stories Is not printed In book form. Other serles
that have appeared in TaE SUN have been so pub-
lished and the “0ld Man Greenhut” stories are far
superfor to some of the namby pamby slush re-
cently published. GRERNHUT ADMIRER,

DROOKLYN, March 18,

To rax Eorror oF TRESUN - Sir: In yesterday's
Issue there Is & short communication from “Gam-
bler.” who protests against auy more communica -
tions cancerning “Gresnhut.” You go right on with
“"Old Man Greenhut” and never mind what “Gam
bler”says. Let ushave the old man's bungstarter,
Jake Winterbottom and Joe Hassett: and ecan't
you bring in old Bascome of Confederate X roads
of the war time days*® Dracos,

AMESBURY, Mass . March 18

Conldn’t See Reason for Encomiams,
From Amrita Bazar Patrike,

On reading the advance coples of some of ine
addresses proposed to be glven to him In Indta,
the Amir Is reported to have remarked that he did
not quite understand why the address givers
had beaped so mueh pralse upon him when he and
they were perfect strangers, and when he had done
them nothing personally to deserve such encomiums.
He therefore pui them down elther for insinceres men
or people who had some ulterior object In view

REGULATION AND DEFINITION.
——r——
Wimt Is the Comstitutions) Meaning of
“Commeroe” and “Ameng’?

To e Epitor or Tus SoN—Sir: The
correct construction of the. interstate com-
merce clause of section 8 of Article 1. of the
Constitution does not depend so much on
the proper meaning of the word “regulate,”
for that is defined by the refersnce to com-
merce with foreign nations and with the
Indian tribes, as on the words “commerce”
and “among,” two of our “commonest " words,
to which we have “admitted hastily " the most
ridiculous significations within the past few
vears. We “have been accustomed to see
taken for granted” that “commerce among”
the States under laws more or less favorable
to intercourse and “transportation across” the
borders of States are interchangeable.

“Commerce” (cum, with; mercor, to trade),
the word of the Constitution, is simply the
transaction of buying and selling. The word
signifies that there must be a merchant and
merchandise, but not necessarily & barter
or a transporting—to carry over. Hence
Congress is concerned with the merchant,
or taxpayver, and the merchandise, on which
a tax may be levied. It is not concerned,
by the powers of the Constitution, with the
barter nof withk the transportation on pri-
vate rights of way. In the case of transpor-
tation on roads and waterways open to pub-
lic travel it is concerned, besides, with the
proper use of the ways by the public, but not
in the transportation except in instances
which formerly were the rule—that the trans-
portation interest was also the merchant, It
is the interest of those merchants who also
engaged in navigation, as a matter of neces-
sity, that Congress undertook to “regulate”
according to clause 8. section ® of Article I,
of the Constitution; in compliance of which
Congress passed, in 1700, “An act for the '‘gov-
ernment and regulation’ of seamen in the
merchant service *

1 am aware that commerce has been de-
fined as “trafic.” Tt is from such a false
construction that we have so much harmful
legislation by the captains of injury who are
non-supporters of anvthing. This traffic
i« represented as including “transportation”
(trans, over. prrio, to carry), & most per-
nicious construction, and a perversion of
common sense.

Moreover, the regulations of Congress shall
apply to commerce 'Among” the several
States. Had environment n intended,
the word “amongst” should have been used.
As td‘tzcﬂmlnut.ion hetween States is pro-
bibi by the Constitution, it only remains
to say that distribution is signified by the
word “among.” The term “commerce among
the several States, therefore, meansthat com-
merce which “mingles” or distributes to the
“many,” i. e., domestio commerce. Clearly,
this is a unit, and cannot be separated into
parts, and the term “interstate” is & mis-
nomer. The term “regulation” in reference
to domestic commerce applies to such rivairy
between the States as formerly was the rule,
and which led to reprisals by one State upom
another. This situation is shown amply in
the addresse« of Alexander Hamilton and
Edmund Randolph hefore the Constitutional
Conv ntilonc of New York and Virginia re-
spectively.

The true intent at the regulation of com-
merce under the Constitution is given in that
farewell address which is the combined in-
telligence of Washington, Madison, Hamilton,
and Chief Justice Jay, as follows

The North In an unrestrained Intercourse with
the Sonth, protected by the equal laws of & common
Government, finds In the productions of the latter
great additional resources of maritime and com
mercial enterprise and _preclous materials of man
ufacturing industry. e South, in the same in-
tercourse benefiting by the agency of the North,
sees Its agriculture grow and Its commerce ex
pand. Tuming partly Into its own chanuels the
seamen of the North, it finds Its particilar navi

atton lovigorated--and while It contributes, In

ifferent ways, to nourish and Increase the general

mass of the national navigation, 1t looks forward
to the protection of A maritime strengih to which
ftself Is unequally adapted. The Fast In a lke
intercourse with the West, already finds, and In
the progressive Improvements of Interfor com-
munications, by land and by water, will more and
more find, a valuable vent for the commodities
which It brings from abroad or manufactures at
home. The West derives from the FPast supplies
requisite to Its growth and comfort, and -ﬂ.c Is
perhaps of s'lll greater consequence, it must of
necessity owe the secure enjoyment of Indispensa-
ble outlets for Its own productions to the welght,
influence and future maritime strength of the At.
lantic side of the Unlon, directed by an Indissolu-
ble community of interest. asone nation. * * * Har-
mony, liberal Intercourse with all nations, are rec-
ommended by policy, humanity and interest. But
even our commercial policy should hold an equal
and Impartial hand: neither seeking nor granting
exclusive favors and preferences; consulting the
patural course of things: diffusing and diversify-
ing by ﬁ‘eﬂu means the streams of commerce,
but fore nothing:; establishing with Powers so
disposed--in order to give to t a stable course,
to define the right of our merchants and to enable
the Government to -up%rl them— conventional
the t that present clreum-

rules of Intercourse
inion will permit: but tem-

stances and mutual’
porary and llable to from time to time aban-

as experience shall diectate,

For the maintenance of such a state of
harmony and “community of interest,” these
men advised:

Toward the preservation of your Government
and the permanency of your present happy state,
1t s requisite not only that you steadily n-
tenance irregular opposition to the acknowledged
authority, but also that you resist with care ke
spirit of innovation upon its principles, however

specious the pretexts. 3 LR
0N I. RigoryL,
ScranTON, Pa., March 18,

The Canal and the Transcontinental Rail.
roads.

To Tax EpiTor oF THE SUN-—Sir: McDon-
ald says that the transcontinental railway
lines have determined the Panama Canal shall
not be built. They deny it. The facts are
that previous to the President's purchase
and afterward Western railway interests have
controlled the situation.

Recall the efforts of C. P. Huntington
against a canal, and his successors have kept
it up all right., The President has been im-
posed upon.

Remember the difMculty experienced in
getting the Western railway men to resign
as directors of the Panama Railroad. As
they received no compensation and had to
travel from Chicago to attend meetings it was
a hardship—not much. They held rates so
high that the transcontinental railway lines
were not injured very much, and they also
demonstrated that the canal was not neces-
sary, as they could do the business,

All praise to the President in deciding to
have the army engineers do the “digging."
He will now get results, C.F. D,

New York, March 19,

Revenue OMcers’ Burden.

From the St. Louts Republic.

United States revenuc officials In the Federal
bullding are worricd, Commissioner Yerkes dealt
them a “sockdolager” yesterday. in his report to
Treasury decisions. It was a word contalning
forty-three letters,

‘The (nstructions to the revenue ofMiclals are:

“You will please Inform the manufacturers of
watches in your district that in accordance with
section 80 of Regulations No. 30 the following
formula has been authorized for use In manufac
ture of watches: To 100 gallons of alcohol add five
gallons commercially pure methy! aleohol, one and
one-half pounds cyanide of potassium and one
eighth of an ounce of acld calctum, magnesium or
sodium sait of the disulpho acids of ‘meta oxyte.
tracthyldiamidotriphenyicarbidrids.*

Settied a Serious Questjon.

From the Topeka State Journal.

A poor working girl noted for her prudence and
practicality has lately been pondering the problem
of whether to buy an umbrella, which she needs
very much, now the ralny season is coming on, but
doesn’t at all want, or an Angora kitien which she
doesn’t exactly need, but wants 8o much that it
keeps her awake nights. The other day she settled
It to her own satisfaction by declding on the kitten,
which she thinks is ever 30 much more practical
Shan an umbrella, because you can only use an
umbrells when it is ralning, but & kitten you have
with you always. Besides, you can borrow an
umbrella, but nobody would lend an Angora,

A Church 225 Years,
From the Boston Herald,

Hingham has the oldest church edifice now in
use in America—the First Unitarian Church. The
bullding s 220 years old. John B. Lewls has been
sexton and bell ringer at the church for more than
0fty years.

————— —
0ld Favorites Improved : After Wordsworth,
THIN TOWN I8 TOO MUCH FOR UW,

This town It too much for us; iate and soon,

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers; |

Little we soe In New York that is « urs:
We have blown our wad all in, sordld boon!
This town that bares her bosom to the moon:
The cabs that will be walting at all hours
And are upgathered now Wke sleeping flowers
For this. for everything, we are out of tune:

It moves us not. Gee whizt We'd rather be
In Brooklyn, dressed In & sult outworn,

So might we, standing on that distant lea,
Have glimpses that would make us less foriom;

Have sight of Staten Island rising from the sea,
Or hear old Coney blow his phony horm,

W.J. Laxrrom,

ol S e .adéu._gv‘a-’?'“-‘»b-}"uhé ’LE"’*.’ !

BOSS BRAYTON.

Physically a Grand Speeimen of W
Says & Teolerant Critie, —

To Tax EpiTok oF THE SUX—Sir: A few
facte regarding General Charles R. Brariop
and present and past conditions in Rhode
Island may be of interest just now,

General Brayton is and has been for Many
vears the sort of political manager known as
a “boss™; but his influence has not heen due
chiefly to money placed at his disposal,

He has an excellent civil war record, hay ing
earned his title of General by brave meryisa
in the fleld. He belongs to one of the ol4
Rhode Isiand families, and that menns they
he is connected by ties of blood or warringe
with about all the descendants of the fira
settlers, Physically he may be described 40
a grand specimen of manhood, being of atatira
almost gigantic, and well proportioned. i
features are handsome, with a ruggea man.
linesa of expression. He is not maguet . i
the sense in which that word is cominny
used, but there is a frank bonhomnie about him
that readily makes friends for him. |ie i«
hail fellow well met with country people goy.
erally, and with a very large number of | he
city ple. Under the Rhode Island  on
stitution the country element doniinates the
General Assembly and controls State affairs

In considering the enormous power given
to the rural districts by the State's fundg.
mental luw, it should be remembered that ¢
under a difrerent syslem representation on
the is of population were granted to the
cities a local Tammany Hall could be extah.
lished that would have no “up State,” aa in
New York, to check ita operations, with the
result that it could exercise a tyranny com-
ﬂll’ed with which Genera! Brayion's “hoss.

m” is mild and innocuous.

The State is improving, instead of sinking,
in political morals, At the great contest in
the ‘608 between Sprague and Padelford for
the Governorship there were tables near the
Ro places at which money was aponle
an to voters, in sums ranging from 10

to $50. One man told me he “got enough tn
shin his barn.” Such an exhibition wanld
not tolerated now. Besides, the Austra-

lian ballot protects the voter and
bribery a doubtful investment.

n all the wars in which the nation has heen
en.nfod Rhode Island has heen among the
first in the fleld; but in civil affairs the State
has moved slowly, and, as its prosperity indi-
cates, wisely, HENRY Many,

New York, March 19,

OUR TRADE WITH GERMANY.

Why a Tarift War Is Not to Be Ferared by
the United States.

Dissection of our 1008 fiscal year exports to Ger
many and a checking of each item with the present
tariff of that country show that we should have
lttle or nothing to fear from Germany |1 {ts max!
mum tariff were to he enforced against us.  Of our
total exports of 234,000,000 In 1004 the following
main items are on the German free list

makes

Raw cotton $17,000.000
Copper.......c eeeeivnsens 18,000 000
o sessseEIRISERESE 10,000 000
Fertilizers.. 3,000,000
Navalstores.. ............ 5,000,000
Furs and skins 2.000,000

Total $139.000. 000

The German maximum duty on the following
{ftems Is s0 small that little or no hens8t woyd
accrue to us If we were to reduce our tarifl 1o s
cure a reduction of the German duty .

O1l eake and meal, $5.000,000
Frultsand ButsS. ... ...oovvinininninn 2 500 o0
Pl coveanassrnsipssances 2000, 600
ODEE. 50 0n00mr0nrsraRssersRs RIS RUN NS 1,500 000

Total... $12.000, 000

There are two other items—provisions and food
stulls, export total In 1906 $46.000000 - on whi-y
Germany has a high duty, with arrangemertwg {or
asmall reduc@on by treaty.  The German Agrarian
party secured the limitation of the treaty redue
tion to Increase agricultural production and reducs
agricultural imports, Ever since agricultyral pra-
duction has not appreciably increased and agr
cultural imports have not decreased, bhut on the
contrary have sensibly increased. Germant han
had neither land enough nor farmers snough, i1s
standing non-producing army being too largs to dn
any great things In agricultural expansion The
high dutles on provisions were imposed for similar
reasons, with the result that the people have =yver
since suffered from the scarcity and high prices of
food products. Factory workers have o he fed,
and Germany, like Great Britain, 15 a nation of
factory workers, Germany has a population of
61,000,000, two-thirds the size of ours; jyet Call
fornia, with only 2.200.000 people, I8 two thirds as
large as Germany. That tells the story, and for
the same reasons Great Britaln refrains from tax
ing Imported food products. A nation unable n
ralse enough (o feed itself cannot afford to tax iia
people’s food. To sum up the exports to Germany
in 1908 and to lllustrate by tariff conditions which
seem necessary to Germany we have:

On German free st .................. $139.000 000
On German small duty st 12,000 000
On treaty reduction list... oo 48,000 000
BPREE v v os ro=snt 2 nans st it v Libonnes $107.000 000
ExpOrts to Germany in 1908, entire. . .... 234.000,000
IS oo 500007838 viaberensosnssnsves $37,000.000

This balance includes tobacco, $4.000000, and
fron, steel, wood, leather and cotton manufactures,
drugs and chemicals and agricultural implemenis,
$13.000000. The remainder of the $37,000,000,
namely, $18,000,000, 1s also largely for manufactured
products, where the cost of skilled labor ts an Im-
portant item In the cost of production. On thess
manufactured products, says the Protectionist ot
Boston, Germany fmposes and will continue to
Impose her highest dutles to protect German
labor, not against the high priced labor of the
United States, but against the competition of coun-
tries where wages are below the German level,
Great Britain, Belglum, France, [taly, &c.  Against
the importation of American goods Germany al
ready has three kinds of protection: First, a lower
scale of wages; second, the high dutles of the Ger
man tariff; third, the protection aflorded by the
fronclad German patent laws. A lowering of the
German tariff rates on manufactures In return for
similar favors on our part would still leave German
manufactures safely intrenched behind the chisf
bulwarks of German protection, low wages and
discriminaiing patent laws,

Now let us see what Germany might suffer 17 wa
were forced to return retallation for retaliation,
In thesame fiscal year 1908 our purchases from (e

many amounted In value to $135000.000, Thess
included the following:
Cement... 704 0
Copper (free) pn 5368 0N
Cotton manufactures, 16 500 00
Earthen, stone and china ware AL RLLY
Furs and fur skins free) | 188 0
Hides and skins (free, except cattie hides, 5200 00
India rubber + 2 587 00
Preclous stones. . . 1 N34 N
Gloves of kid or other leather 250,00
Paper stock (free) o W7 o0
Paper and manufactures of R 1341000
Slikgoods. .. ....... . T 6,102.000
Wines. .
Sugar... ; R 1 032 o
Leat tobacco.. . oovvvnn vivnnn Ol
I tore0 3 5 Aty POK TSRS S OH BN e 5240 0
Woollen cloths.. .. .....oovevnnn s 1 0T e
Woollen dress goods oL
Barring styles and fads, which we can drop I

need be, there !s not an ltem on the lst (Hat o
cannot make ourselves or buy elsewhore GF
many would certainly get the worst o711 Ina (A
war with the U'nited States. We would have m
to gain and litle w0 lose, while Germany wou
have much to lose and lttle to galn.  Leopomica
we need not fear Germany

In conclusion It may be noted that o
Germany In the 1008 calendar year were §30 00 00
more than In 1906, and our Imports (ro
$26.000 000 greater, WALTER At an

exporis N

In Prosperous Australasia

Queensiand State, Australla, offers free DA
to agricultural Immigraniy and assi<icd passsgs
to others. Free grants of 100 acres of land ar#
given to those who pay thelr own fare

Exports of the Commonwealth of \u
1908 amounted to $340,000,000 while Imports rea ned
only $225,000,000, giving a favorable balance of liacs
of $115,000,000. After paying all Interest aod
dend charges the Commonwealth has & balar
of $60,000,000 1o Its credit In London

Australia has 52,000,000 sheep, an noresse
17,200,000 In three years. Caltle har
In similar proportion. The wheat
000,000 bushe's, of which AL 00,000 bushey |s 18
able for export, The bank clearings of Iy
In 1908 were $1,100.000,000, an (nercase of Sho) e
over 1005,

Western Australia’s rallroads cost $50
are paying 4.6 o 5 per cent The men perr
employed number 8.000. In the
now 175 telegraph stations, and 10000 miles of
In use. Telephone exchange and rallwa

phones use 14,000 miles of wire
i New Zealand has produced S325.000.000 4
gold In the past Afly years and yot tl
of the gold bearing deposits have been wo
paratively Hitle. Great possiblitthos awa
! prospecting and mining, combined wiin
methods. Coal mines and fron ore deposd
in close proximity
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Knleker - Is he bull or a bear®
lookn—sclgher. since the panic he has “esn @
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